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Chinese health experts called on Norway and other countries to suspend the

use of mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccines produced by companies such as Pfizer,



especially among elderly people, due to the vaccines' safety uncertainties
following the deaths of 23 elderly Norwegian people who received the

vaccine.

The new mRNA vaccine was developed in haste and had never been used on a
large scale for the prevention of infectious disease, and its safety had not been

confirmed for large-scale use in humans, a Chinese immunologist said.

The death incidents in Norway also proved that the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines'

efficacy was not as good as expected, experts said.

As of Thursday, Norway has reported 23 deaths in connection with

vaccination.

"So far, 13 of these have been assessed. Common side effects may have
contributed to a severe course in frail elderly people,” the Norwegian

Medicines Agency said on its website.

All the deaths have occurred in frail, elderly patients in nursing homes. All are

over 80 years old and some of them over 90, Norwegian media NRK reported.

Two COVID-19 vaccines, Comirnaty, from BioNTec/Pfizer, and Moderna, are
used in Norway. The vaccines have been developed on mRNA technology and

have received temporary approval in the EU, according to the agency.



Norway launched a mass vaccination campaign at the end of December, with
the very oldest citizens and residents of nursing homes being offered

vaccination first, including those over the age of 85.

The Norwegian Medicines Agency admitted that the studies that form the
basis for the temporary approval of the vaccine included very few people over
the age of 85, and there is little known about how any side effects will affect
these age brackets, but it said, "we assume that the side effects will largely be

the same in the elderly as in those over 65 years of age."

Chinese experts said the death incident should be assessed cautiously to
understand whether the death was caused by vaccines or other preexisting

conditions of these individuals.

Yang Zhanqiu, a virologist from Wuhan University, told the Global Times on
Friday that the death incident, if proven to be caused by the vaccines, showed
that the effect of the Pfizer vaccine and other mRNA vaccines is not as good as

expected, as the main purpose of mRNA vaccines is to heal patients.

The mRNA vaccines teach human cells to make a protein to trigger an immune
response; then, the immune response can protect people from getting infected

if the real virus enters the body.

Meanwhile, toxic substances may be developed throughout the process of

mRNA vaccinations; thus, the safety of vaccines cannot be fully ensured, Yang



said.

But that's not the case for inactivated vaccines in China, which have more

mature technology, Yang said.

A Beijing-based immunologist, who requested anonymity, told the Global
Times on Friday that the world should suspend the use of the mRNA COVID-19
vaccine represented by Pfizer, as this new technology has not proven safety in

large-scale use or in preventing any infectious diseases.

Older people, especially those over 80, should not be recommended to receive

any COVID-19 vaccine, he said.

He said that people over 80 years old have a weaker immune system and are
more prone to adverse effect; thus, they should be recommended to take

medicines to improve their immune system, he said.

China has started vaccination for people aged between 18 and 59, as statistics
on people aged 60 years and over and people aged 18 years and below were
relatively small during clinical trials of the vaccines. Thus, we cannot fully
identify the efficacy and side effects for these two groups, a Beijing-based
health expert who requested to be anonymous, told the Global Times on

Friday.



RELATED ARTICLES

Pfize::

Why were US media silent on Pfizer vaccine deaths?: Global Times editorial
To weaken China’s competitiveness, the US and its allies’ public opinions have completely
disregarded ethics. Their attitude toward ...

Phzer

19% or 95%7? US expert challenges Pfizer vaccine’s efficacy, triggers debates in

China
Questions raised by Peter Doshi, an assistant professor of pharmaceutical health services research at

the University of Maryland ...



)i

) T

g

Chinese vaccines slower than Pfizer in WHO validation, but ‘intl orders
unaffected’
The World Health Organization is reportedly reviewing Chinese COVID-19 vaccines for possible

emergency listing, and Chinese analysts believe ...

MOST VIEWED
1Xi, Biden phone call on Chinese New Year’s Eve ‘tone-setter’ for future bilateral ties

2Xi, Biden phone call sign of mutual respect
3China bars BBC World News over false reports

4Xi-Biden call offers clue to understand China-US ties: Global Times editorial
5China shows zero tolerance for fake news by banning BBC World News
6Using Taiwan question to politicize WHO unwise and useless: experts

CHINA
Politics
Society
Diplomacy
Military
Science
Odd

China Graphic
SOURCE
GT Voice
Insight
Economy
Comments

Company
B&R Initiative
Biz Graphic
OPINION
Editorial
Observer
Asian Review

Top Talk




Viewpoint

Columnists

Cartoon
WORLD

Eye on World

America

Asia-Pacific

Europe

Africa

Mid-East

Cross-borders
LIFE

Culture

Entertainment

Travel

Learning Chinese
VISUAL NEWS

HU SAYS

Video

Graphics

Gallery

Specials
MISCELLANEOUS

In-Depth

Sport

GLOBAL

® PEFATE A

TIMES

e AboutUs
o (Careers
e ContactUs
e Advertisement
e Terms of Service

Copyright © 2020 Global Times All Right Reserved




